
8th	  Grade	  Summer	  Reading	  Selections	  
  

CHOICE Reading (Please choose ONE book to read from this list) 
 
 
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (Historical Fiction, Advanced) 
 
Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War II, Death relates the story of Liesel--
a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling talents help sustain her 
family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well as their neighbors 
 
 

 
 
Dairy Queen by Catherine Gilbert Murdock (Realistic/Sports Fiction) 
 
After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for 
her school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport 
herself, not anticipating the reactions of those around her. 
 
 
 

 
 
Elephant Run by Roland Smith (Adventure/Historical Fiction) 
 
Nick's father and others are taken prisoner when his plantation in Burma is invaded by 
the Japanese in 1941, leaving Nick and his friend Mya to risk their lives in order to free 
them from the POW camp. 
 
 
 
 
Everlost by Neal Shusterman (Fantasy) 
 
When Nick and Allie are killed in a car crash, they end up in Everlost, or limbo for lost 
souls, where, although Nick is satisfied, Allie will stop at nothing--even skinjacking--to 
break free. 
 

 
 
Payback Time by Carl Deuker (Realistic/Sports Fiction) 
 
Overweight, somewhat timid Mitch reluctantly agrees to be the sports reporter for the 
Lincoln High newspaper because he is determined to be a writer, but he senses a real 
story in Angel, a talented football player who refuses to stand out on the field--or to 
discuss his past. 
 

 



 
 
The Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen (Realistic Fiction) 
 
When a school bus accident leaves sixteen-year-old Jessica an amputee, she returns to 
school with a prosthetic limb and her track team finds a wonderful way to help rekindle 
her dream of running again. 
 

 
 
Trapped by Michael Northrop (Realistic Fiction) 
 
Seven high school students are stranded at their New England high school during a 
week-long blizzard that shuts down the power and heat, freezes the pipes, and leaves 
them wondering if they will survive. 
 
 

 
 

 
Fever by Laurie Halse Anderson (Historical Fiction) 
 
In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, 
learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors 
of a yellow fever epidemic. 
	  
 

 
 

 
Trash by Andy Mulligan (Mystery) 
 
A group of fourteen year old boys, who make a living picking garbage from the outskirts 
of a large city, find something special and mysterious that brings terrifying 
consequences. 
 

 
 

Hurricane	  Boy	  by	  Laura	  Roach	  Dragon	  	  (Realistic	  Fiction/Historical	  Fiction)	  
	  
Hollis	  Williams	  is	  a	  middle-‐school	  student	  in	  the	  Ninth	  Ward	  of	  New	  Orleans.	  His	  	  	  	  
father	  absent	  and	  his	  mother	  dead,	  Hollis	  and	  his	  siblings	  live	  with	  his	  
grandmother.	  He	  dreams	  of	  reconnecting	  with	  his	  father,	  but	  Hurricane	  Katrina	  
strikes	  and	  devastates	  his	  home	  and	  his	  plans.	  The	  young	  boy's	  family	  is	  trapped	  
on	  the	  roof	  of	  their	  house,	  hoping	  and	  waiting	  to	  be	  rescued.	  When	  help	  finally	  
arrives,	  Hollis	  and	  his	  family	  are	  separated	  and	  sent	  hundreds	  of	  miles	  apart.	  

Taken	  to	  a	  shelter	  in	  a	  West	  Virginia	  church,	  Hollis	  must	  reunite	  his	  family	  against	  
all	  odds.	  



The	  House	  of	  the	  Scorpion	  by	  Nancy	  Farmer	  (Adventure/Science	  Fiction)	  
	  
Matteo Alacran was not born; he was harvested. He is a boy now, but most   consider him 
a monster.  As Matt struggles to understand his existence, he is threatened by a sinister 
cast of characters.  Escape is the only chance Matt has to survive. But escape is no 
guarantee of freedom, because Matt is marked by his difference in ways he doesn't even 
suspect. 

 
  
 Two Summers by Aimee Freidman (Realistic Fiction) 
 
 When Summer Everett makes a split-second decision, her summer divides into two  

parallel worlds. In one, she travels to France, where she s dreamed of going: a land of  
chocolate croissants, handsome boys, and art museums. In the other, she remains home, 
in her ordinary suburb, where she expects her ordinary life to continue but nothing is as it 
seems. 
 
 
 

 Chasing Lincolns Killer by James Swanson  (Non-Fiction) 
 

This true story is a fast-paced thriller about the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth: 
a wild twelve-day chase through the streets of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of 
Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia. This book, based on Swanson's adult 
bestseller, "Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln's Killer," is a true account for young 
readers about John Wilkes Booth's assassination of Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president 
of the United States. 

 


